CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Tuesday, November 3, 2009

9:00-10:30 AM





     4187 Smith Laboratory

ATTENDEES: Brown, Davidson, Krissek, Mercerhill, Huffman, Shabad, Soundarajan, Vankeerbergen; Guest: Chris Adams, Deborah Haddad
AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes from 10/27/09 
Committee: Q: Why for ASC 265 is it important that initiators remove GEC-type language? A: It is confusing to have specific GEC language present in a non-GEC class, especially language that mentions “Diversity International.”  
Soundarajan, 2nd Shabad, unanimously approved

2. Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean & Amazonian Studies 
A. Concern discussed last week: 
· Does strong emphasis on languages limit access to students? Other member had concern about minor in Spanish or Portuguese being one of the prerequisites. Would it be possible for students to finish language minor as they are also completing the minor in Andean & Amazonian Studies?

· Truth in advertising: Perhaps we should say this minor has a minimum of 30ish hours and part of this is language requirement. On the other hand, this might discourage students.
· GEC’s can double-count in minors.

· Problem: Making the language courses part of the minor rather than a prerequisite means that Spanish majors, for example, could not count some courses for both minor and major.

· Ask initiating committee to give their thinking about a plan for enforcing the prerequisites. J. Mercerhill already made committee aware that minors are often declared just before graduation and so enforcing prerequisites will be difficult. Apart from that the subcommittee is very supportive.
· Same prerequisites as International Studies Latin American major.
B. Draft that subcommittee is looking at does not specify how many core courses vs. how many electives need to be taken. A: An updated version specifies that students need to take 10 hours of core courses and 5 hours of electives. 

C. List of core courses also includes History 368.02. This is also a required course: it should not be in core course list.
D. Geography 693 (Independent Studies) is in electives list. This course can only be taken if adviser in minor signs off on this. Perhaps Geography 693 should be taken out of list of electives and only allowed when student petitions for it. Put course under “special topics.” We should also include group studies in the “special topics” list.

E. Because minors require 25 hours, min of 20 hours need to be above 100-level course.

F. The study abroad paragraph should be more explicit. Does not say that study abroad experience can count toward some of the courses. Most of them do not have anything to do with the minor. Paragraph is not necessary. A general statement about study abroad experiences being available would be more useful.
G. Comment about appendix C: Program Concurrences: p. 13: Political Science 740 should not be in core courses list as it is a graduate course. A: This is also an oversight that has already been corrected in the updated version of the proposal.
H. Ask that committee provide two full lists of all the hidden prerequisites: one for a student coming from a language department and one from a non-language department. (Spanish 450 is mentioned as prerequisite for several courses in Appendix B.) 
I. p. 5: “Advising will be done by departmental advisors, in conjunction with Arts and Sciences advisors, as well as participating faculty.” Subcommittee would like courses like Geography 693 and x94s to be OK’d by faculty. This needs to be specified on minor sheet. 
Sent back (see feedback in bold)
3. Major proposal for Bachelor of Arts in Public Affairs--John Glenn School of Public Affairs 

A. Background: JGS was created a few years ago. It is a school (not a college). JGS reports directly to OAA. 
· JGS also offers co-curricular activities: e.g., Washington Academic Internship Program, Glenn School’s Learning Community.

· Last year: new courses were introduced. Late last spring, prospectus for major was introduced. Originally, JGS was leaning toward offering a BS. A summer subcommittee offered feedback and JGS switched to a BA.
· Missing elements from major proposal so far: part B (financial component) and letters of support/concurrences will come soon. 

· Some changes that have already occurred: as a BA: only 10 hours of social science credit are now required (instead of 15 hours under a BS) and a capstone course (597) has been added.

· JGS will need to file ECA forms. For example, Public Policy and Management 633 (State and Local Government Finance) is now UG (3-credit hours). JGS will want to offer an Undergraduate only version: new number 490 (5-credit hours). 
· The Washington academic program: JGS will not require internship for major. The two Washington courses, PPM 678 and 679, will have a Columbus variation (i.e., content will be offered in Columbus). JGS will file ECA course requests for that.

· The tracks: JGS wants to remove “criminal justice” and add “health care track.”

· JGS also has a High School Internship Program. The courses have temporary numbers; JGS will submit paperwork to obtain definite numbers. The High School program is not part of this minor.

· There is also a non-profit minor in the works.

· Finally, JGS will work with the leadership minor run from the College of Agriculture.

B. Discussion: 
· Q: Term “public affairs education” comes up several times (pp. 3, 4). JGS is not talking about creating “educators,” is it? A: No.
· Q: p. 13: last sentence: “Once in the major, students are expected to make satisfactory progress toward their degree and remain in good academic standing with the University, including maintaining a GPA of 3.0 within the major and a GPA of 2.0 overall.” Is the GPA requirement acceptable? A: This is a high expectation but reasonable. ASC requires 2.0 to graduate. (In ASC, the default is that you can’t get below C- for major course. [Some faculty set a higher expectation. For example, you can say that nothing below a C counts.])

· Q: Elaborate on distinction btw public affairs and public policy. A: Public Affairs is inclusive of applied public policy [to a variety of domains (broadly within the public sector)] and addresses the management of a variety of different organizations (public and non-profit) that tackle public problems.
· Other universities that have Public Affairs majors (p. 8). Q: Is Princeton program similar to JGS proposal? A: It overlaps. Comment: Princeton & Washington State are the only two universities that have “Public Affairs” in their name. A: Except for name, those concepts are included in the other programs.
· Q: What will BA do for employment in public sector? In actuality, it’s not a good entry. A: In certain arenas there are credentials, but many state and local governments cannot afford to hire the level of people they would like. Many people are hired with BAs. Definitely, the federal government will need to recruit candidates with undergraduate degrees. There is also a move toward accrediting undergraduate degrees by NASPAA (National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration).
· Q: Does Public Affairs as an undergraduate degree lead students to think that they can get jobs in public policy at federal level? Proposal suggests that students may be able to move in public policy position. A: Analytical skills as well as managerial skills will be taught. 

· Comment: The majority of benchmark institutions only offer Public Affairs at graduate level (master’s). Other than Michigan State, there are no universities that offer Public Affairs undergraduate degrees.  A: 70% of NASPAA institutions have Public Affairs at the undergraduate level.

· Q: Are our students going to be aware of difference btw Public Affairs and Public Policy? A: JGS degree will include both.

· Q: What is the difference btw Public Affairs and Public Administration? A: Name does not include as much as the fact that JGS degree will combine both elements.

· Q: p. 6: Different labels are used: “Indiana University – Bloomington’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs”; “Michigan State University’s Program in Public Policy & Administration”; “Pennsylvania State University – Harrisburg’s School of Public Affairs”; “University of Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy.” Do those different labels matter? A: No. “Administration” sounds dry these days; “Management” is perceived as more dynamic; “Public Affairs” is OK too (more inclusive). Some people insist on terminology but in fact interdisciplinarity is the norm these days.

· Q: What will be the impact on other Ohio programs? A: Cleveland State and U of Cincinnati are supportive of notion because they want field to prosper.

· Columbus State is putting together a proposal. It may serve as a feeder into Ohio State.
